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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication{s) filed on 08 October 2003 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) 13 Claim(s) 1-14 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IE1 Claim(s) 1-14 is/are rejected. 
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8) 0 Claim{s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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10)S The drawing(s) filed on 08 October 2003 is/are: a)S accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
On page 7, line 23, "Hig. 10" should be changed to Tig. 10". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 6-7 and 9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ide 
(Japanese Publication Number 11-219077). 

(1) regarding claim 6: 

Ide discloses an image formation apparatus that forms an image on a recording 
medium (paragraph 14, lines 1-3), such as paper (paragraph 25. lines 1-3), with a 
recording material filled in a recording material cartridge detachably and replaceably 
attached to said image formation apparatus (paragraph 10, lines 1), said image 
formation apparatus comprising: 
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an information reading module tliat reads out information stored in a storage 
element of said recording material cartridge (paragraph 13, lines 1-6), when said 
recording material cartridge is attached to said image formation apparatus (paragraph 
14, lines 1-3); and 

a setting update module that (paragraph 18, lines 3-4; note that the decision 
process is considered as a setting process), when the read-out information includes 
setting update information used to update settings of said image formation apparatus 
(paragraph 18, lines 4-8), updates the settings of said image fonnation apparatus, 
based on the setting update information (paragraph 18, line 6- paragraph 19, line 8; 
note that the decision process judges the activity of the image processing system and 
according to the judging process the cartridge gets updated). 

(2) regarding claim 7: 

Ide further discloses an image formation apparatus in accordance with claim 6, 
wherein the setting update information represents information used to update at least 
one of settings including a network setting, a feeder setting, a resolution, and a toner 
saving mode (paragraph 28, lines 1-8). 



(3) regarding claim 9: 



Application/Control Number: 10/680,437 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2625 

Ide further discloses an image formation apparatus in accordance with claim 6, 
said image formation apparatus further comprising: an information writing module that 
writes the settings of said image formation apparatus as the setting update information 
into said storage element ot said recording material cartridge (paragraph 18, lines 1-10). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-5, 8 and 10-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ide (Japanese Publication Number 11-219077) further in view of Abe 
(US Patent Number 7.019,857 B2). 

(1) regarding claim 1: 

Ide discloses a setting information management device that manages setting 
information of an image formation apparatus (paragraph 17, lines 1-6; note that the 
information processing approach is considered as the setting information management, 
which is offered by having the analysis process which analyzes the activity of the 
printer), which writes the setting information into a storage element of a recording 
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material cartridge detachably and replaceably attached to said image formation 
apparatus (paragraph 10, paragraph 12, lines 1-8; note that the cartridge can be 
enabled to be attached and detached), said setting information management device 
comprising: 

an information acquisition module that acquires information including the setting 
information from said storage element of said recording material cartridge (paragraph 
13-paragraph 14, lines 1-3; note that the image processing system analyzes information 
that has been already read in the storage means on the cartridge); and 

an information output module that outputs reflecting information to a storage 
element of a recording material cartridge (paragraph 14, lines 7-1 1 ; note that the read- 
out means is considered as the information output module). 

Ide discloses all of the subject matter as described as above except for teaching 
wherein the information output module which is attachable to another image formation 
apparatus of an identical model or a different model with or from the model of said 
image formation apparatus, based on the acquired setting information, where the 
reflecting information is used to reflect settings of said image formation apparatus on 
said another image formation apparatus of the identical model or different model. 

However, Abe teaches an information output module which is attachable to 
another image formation apparatus of an identical model or a different model with or 
from the model of said image formation apparatus (column 5, lines 1-6; note that upon 
pressing a button the cartridge could be exchanged from a printer to a scanner), based 
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on the acquired setting information (column 5, lines 55-58), where the reflecting 
information is used to reflect settings of said image formation apparatus on said another 
image formation apparatus of the identical model or different model (column 5, lines 52- 
65; note that the ID stored in the cartridge is considered as the reflecting Information). 

Ide and Abe are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to have the information output module which is attachable to another 
image formation apparatus of an identical model or a different model with or from the 
model of said image formation apparatus, based on the acquired setting information, 
where the reflecting information is used to reflect settings of said image formation 
apparatus on said another image formation apparatus of the identical model or different 
model. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that it would advance 
the flexibility of various device arrangements (column 2, lines 50-54). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Ide with Abe to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 1 . 

(2) regarding claim 2: 

Ide further discloses a setting information management device in accordance 
with claim 1 , wherein the setting information includes at least one of network setting 
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information, feeder setting information, resolution information, and toner saving mode 
information (paragraph 40, lines 1-4; note that tone information is selected from one of 
the settings). 



(3) regarding claim 3: 

Ide discloses all of the subject matter as described as above except for teaching 
wherein the reflecting information represents the setting information acquired by said 
information acquisition module. 

However, Abe teaches a setting information management device in accordance 
with claim 1, wherein the reflecting information represents the setting information 
acquired by said information acquisition module (column 5, lines 53-62; note that the ID 
is considered as the acquisition module that reflects the setting information). 

Ide and Abe are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to have a setting information management device wherein the reflecting 
information represents the setting information acquired by said information acquisition 
module. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that such technique 
efficient enough to easier to be accessed and saved. 
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Therefore, it would liave been obvious to combine Ide with Abe to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 3. 



(4) regarding claim 4: 

Ide discloses all of the subject matter as described as above except for teaching 
wherein the reflecting information represents a program executed to reflect the settings 
of said image formation apparatus on said another image formation apparatus of the 
identical model or the different model. 

However, Abe teaches a setting infomiation management device in accordance 
with claim 1 , wherein the reflecting information represents a program executed to reflect 
the settings of said image formation apparatus on said another image formation 
apparatus of the identical model or the different model (column 5, lines 1-13; note that 
the scanner and printer are considered as two different image forming apparatuses). 

Ide and Abe are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to have a setting information management device wherein the reflecting 
information represents a program executed to reflect the settings of said image 
formation apparatus on said another image formation apparatus of the identical model 
or the different model. 
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The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that such technique 
efficient enough to easier to be accessed and saved. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Ide with Abe to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 4. 

(5) regarding claim 5: 

Ide discloses all of the subject matter as described as above except for teaching 
a setting information management device in accordance with claim 1 , wherein said 
infomnation output module outputs identification information, which identifies said 
another image formation apparatus of the identical model or the different model, in 
addition to the reflecting information, and the reflecting information is used to reflect the 
settings of said image formation apparatus, when said recording material cartridge with 
said storage element, to which the reflecting information has been output, is attached to 
said another image formation apparatus identified by the identification information. 

However, Abe teaches a setting information management device wherein said 
information output module outputs identification information (column 2, lines 47-49; note 
that the output control means is considered as the output module), which identifies said 
another image formation apparatus of the identical model or the different model (column 
3, lines 10-20; note that there is more than one device i.e. scanner and copier), in 
addition to the reflecting information (column 3, lines 34-37; note that the shared 
information shares information amongst the scanner and the printer), and the reflecting 
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information is used to reflect the settings of said image formation apparatus (column 3, 
lines 34-41), when said recording material cartridge with said storage element, to which 
the reflecting information has been output (column 5, lines 1-6), is attached to said 
another image formation apparatus identified by the identification information (column 5, 
lines 1-13). 

Ide and Abe are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to a setting information management device wherein said information 
output module outputs identification information, which identifies said another image 
formation apparatus of the identical model or the different model, in addition to the 
reflecting infonnation, and the reflecting infomriation is used to reflect the settings of said 
image formation apparatus, when said recording material cartridge with said storage 
element, to which the reflecting information has been output, is attached to said another 
image formation apparatus identified by the identification information. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to acquire a reliable and 
efficient device that is capable of adapting different devices of identical or different 
model. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Ide with Abe to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 5. 
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(6) regarding claim 8: 

Ide discloses all of the subject matter as described as above except for wherein 
the setting update information includes, as a piece of information, identification 
information of an image formation apparatus, which is an object of update of its settings, 
and said setting update module updates the settings of said image formation apparatus 
based on the setting update information, when the identification information included in 
the setting update information is identical with the identification information of said 
image formation apparatus. 

However, Abe teaches an image formation apparatus wherein the setting update 
information includes, as a piece of information, identification information of an image 
formation apparatus (column 5, lines 52-58), which is an object of update of its settings, 
and said setting update module updates the settings of said image formation apparatus 
based on the setting update information (column 10, lines 1-14), when the identification 
information included in the setting update information is identical with the identification 
information of said image formation apparatus (column 10, lines 14-23). 

Ide and Abe are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to have the image formation apparatus wherein setting update information 
includes, as a piece of information, identification information of an image formation 
apparatus, which is an object of update of its settings, and said setting update module 
updates the settings of said image formation apparatus based on the setting update 
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information, when the identification information included in the setting update 
information is identical with the identification information of said image formation 
apparatus. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that it would advance 
the flexibility of various device arrangements (column 2, lines 50-54). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Ide with Abe to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 8. 

6. Regarding claims 10-14, they are interpreted and thus rejected for the reasons 
set forth above in rejections of claims 1-5, since claims 10-14 disclose a method that 
corresponds to the setting information management device of claims 1-5, thus the 
method is inherent in that it simply provides functionality for the structural 
implementation found in the setting information management device of claims 1-5. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kujirai (US Patent Number 7,002,707 B2) discloses a printing control apparatus 
and method for performing printing by a printing device based upon a print job. 
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Tanaka et al. (US Patent Number 5,095,371) disclose a modular type image 
forming system includes a laser printer main unit and a plurality of optional units, such 
as a both side-processing unit. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Hilina Kassa whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1676. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler Lamb could be reached at (571) 272- 7406. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patent and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office 
whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377- 



Hilina Kassa 





July 30, 2007 
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